
Among the first members were people from 
several different groups; some knew Judy 
Kirby as a teacher at Licking Valley or from 

her at home quilt teaching at “Patchwork Cottage”; 
a few from another quilting group called Legendary 
Quilters and assorted others with associations at “The 
Sampler”, a quilt shop in Granville owned by Anne 
Ormond. A representative number from those differ-
ent groups came together at a meeting in Granville in 
June 1990. The newsletter from August ’90 defines 
various offices and committees. It called for a contest 
to give this group a name. Office candidates and those 
ultimately becoming the first officers are: President-
Judy Kirby, 1st. Vice Pres.-Tresa Keys, 2nd Vice 
Pres.-Debby Warthen, Secretary-Penny Haren and 
Treasurer-Denise Edmunds. The Sept. ’90 newsletter 
listed Penny Haren and Marsha Jones as Editors. Per 
the very brief proposed By-laws, dues were $12.00 
plus $5.00 extra if you would like the delightful 
newsletter mailed to you. We did not actually collect 
those dues until January ‘91 although some members 
wanted to help us build an operating fund and paid in 
advance. A quilt block challenge was proposed and it 
was suggested that those blocks might be contributed 
to a raffle quilt. Marilyn Anderson and Lois Minisker 
found us a meeting home. Future meeting were held 
at Centenary United Methodist Church in Granville, 
Ohio, for FREE, on the third Tuesday of each month.

Paul Goudy, the curator of the Robbins Hunter 
Museum in Granville, invited our group to host the 
Museums next quilt show in May 1991. We voted to 
accept this ambitious project that would be a month 
long exhibit!

The FIRST splinter group was announced by 
Marilyn Anderson, an appliqué group that met at 
her home on Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon, starting 
that September. Judy Kirby followed with an 

announcement of an evening group at her home on 
Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m.

Thirty six potential names were suggested for this 
guild. Each submission was accompanied by a fat 
quarter. The top three names were; Heart ‘N Hand; 
Heart of Ohio Quilters; and Ohio Star Quilters. These 
were voted on at the Oct. ’90 meeting. Judi Kirby, 
Susie McCleary, Pam Abraham and Debbie Warthen 
had submitted these names and they divided the fat 
quarters as their prizes. The name HEART OF OHIO 
QUILTERS GUILD prevailed!

In four short months our roster held forty names. Roll 
was called for attendance at each meeting until that 
became impractical in April 1992. Each member was 
fined 25 cents if she forgot to wear her nametag to the 
meeting.

A Quilt Show committee, including plans for a 
raffle quilt was started at the Oct. ’90 meeting. Pam 
Abraham, Dee Dee Dudgeon and Penny Haren made 
30 block packets that were sold at the Nov. meeting; 
these were due back by the meeting in Jan. ’91. A 
timeline for the month of May Quilt Show was set; 
Denise Edmunds and Pat Schramm were publicity 
chairs; Marilyn Anderson secured Anita Schakleford 
to teach on two of the weekends. Plans were made for 
a luncheon/style show to be held the first weekend 
of the show. The show was named TIMELESS 
TREASURERS. Fashions for the style show were 
furnished by The Granville Sampler, The Quiltery and 
The Glass Thimble quilt shops.

The first guild bank account was opened with Denise 
Edmunds and Tresa Keys as signers. By the Dec. ’90 
meeting we had $324.00 to start funding some of our 
lofty ideas.

Carol Lucko won the design for our guild pin contest. 
It consisted of a blue background, white Ohio star and 
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red heart in the center. Joy Jung researched how these 
could be produced for purchase by members and also 
sold at the show.

By December we had reserved the Charm Country 
View Inn for our FIRST guild sponsored retreat, to 
be held in Feb. 1991. A collective effort would be to 
work on the raffle quilt.

It was recommended by the guild board that we char-
ter with the National Quilting Association. This would 
be especially helpful in seeking insurance coverage 
for the show. We voted on this and officially became 
Chapter 501 of the NATIONAL QUILTING ASSO-
CIATION in January 1991.

Marsha McCloskey, Marianne Fons, and Pat 
Andreatta were some nationally know teachers being 
featured by various quilt shops in the area.

The central Ohio coordinator of ABC quilts spoke at 
our Feb. meeting. Rose Beck became the first com-
mittee chair to start getting groups of us together 
to make baby quilts for this effort. This eventually 
became a splinter group that met at St. Francis Church 
in Newark. By Aug. of 1992 we had donated our first 
100 baby quilts!! One workshop was even covered by 
Channel 6 news!

March ’91 found us with about 50 members; new 
mailboxes instituted by Theresa Roy; a guild library 
where Renie Morin, FIRST librarian, added a new 
book every time 5 new members joined; Carol Lucko 
was our NQA liaison; Penny Haren wrote our news-
letter that contained lots of recipes, poems and quilty 
readings, members personal profiles and extended 
neighborhood news and Pam Abraham our FIRST 
program chair contacted various people to bring excit-
ing programs.

Food was discontinued at the meetings because we 
had some near misses around the quilts. We were 
encouraged to bring our own cups for drinks only. 
A curious note is that all clean up and put away was 
divided among the members alphabetically each 
month. A vote to reinstate refreshments was held in 
the spring of ’92 so as to promote social time and 
camaraderie.

May ’91 was the First quilt show for HOQG. Each 
member was responsible for selling 25 raffle tickets. 
Some of us even sold them at the mall on weekends. 
A preview party chaired by Tresa Keys was held at 
the opening May 3rd, 75 people attended. Penny Har-
en’s Miniature Baltimore Album won Best of Show 
and Rae Howards Rose Appliqué made by her mother 
in law won Viewer’s Choice. The museum reported 
that some 2000 people attended the show including 
9 tour busses, the largest show the museum had ever 
held!! Carolyn Rupp of Granville won the raffle quilt. 
She was kind enough to allow us to exhibit it at the 
Ohio State Fair the next Aug. where it won a Blue 
Ribbon and a $25.00 prize which she donated back to 
the guild. Sandy Corbett sold the most raffle tickets. 
A total of 1750 tickets were sold @$1.00 each or 6 for   
$5.00.

Marilyn Anderson and Tresa Keys chaired the Style 
show/luncheon held at the Granville Inn for 70 guests 
on the first Saturday. Then, on two other Saturdays 
we hosted Anita Schakleford from Bucyrus to teach 
classes on dimensional appliqué, including a Hum-
mingbird designed just for us, each class cost $25.00 
and all seats were filled.

We were immediately invited by the Robbins Hunter 
Museum to do another show in Spring 1992. After 
much discussion at the June board meeting, it was 
decided that we would consider another show Spring 
1993 and look for a place to hold it for a shorter time! 
But, we planned another style show/luncheon for 
April 25, 1992.

A Baltimore Album splinter group was formed with 
Joy Jung leading it. They began meeting June 10, 
1991.

We were now ONE YEAR OLD! We celebrated with 
a picnic at Spring Valley Pool shelter house. A great 
scavenger hunt was the icebreaker, it included bring-
ing items such as a “virgin” quilter; any item with a 
nine-patch on it; scraps of fabrics with elephants or 
giraffes and an autograph of a famous quilter. Virginia 
Bauman won, as she brought all 27 items and Rae 
Howard was a close second with 26 such treasurers.



Penny Haren announced that starting with the 12th 
issue of the newsletter, there would be many improve-
ments, as she now had access to “Word Perfect”. It 
would even correct her spelling!

We had Christmas in July. A Christmas challenge with 
four unusual Christmas fabrics was presented and 21 
people accepted the opportunity to participate. It was 
FREE but if you failed to return a finished project in 
December you would pay $5.00 back to the guild. 

Rae Howard volunteered to start and keep our first 
memory book. We would be recorded for posterity 
from this time on.

In August 1991 we voted to buy a used copy machine 
from Denison University. It cost $200.00 and Judi 
Kirby kept it in her basement. Members could use it 
for $.05 per copy on the honor system.

We also decided to make another raffle quilt for a fun-
draiser with the theme, “MY heart belongs to Ohio”. 
Two hundred hours were spent quilting this quilt in 
Virginia Bauman’s home. This quilt went to the NQA 
convention held the summer of 1992 at Bowling 
Green State University. Twenty three members took a 
chartered bus to see it hang in Chapter Row.

Up to this time, our use of the Methodist Church had 
been free. It was decided that we would pay $20.00 
to the church each time we held meetings, work-
shops, splinter groups, etc. Very shortly thereafter we 
decided to hire the janitor for clean up after our meet-
ings, as well.

We love contests! The next one was to name our 
Newsletter. Lois Timmons won the contest with THE 
THREAD CONNECTION. Her prize was one year’s 
paid membership.

Dues were raised to $17.00 for 1992 with no excep-
tion for the newsletter.

A paper ballot election yielded these officers for 1992: 
President-Marilyn Anderson; Vice-pres.-Mary Ossa; 
Secretary-Carol Arbaugh; Treasurer-Hazel Bishop and 
Newsletter Editor-Denise Edmunds. (Penny’s column 
was called “Neighborly News”).

Early in ‘92 Mary Ossa introduced SECRET SIS, a 
program where one would draw another member’s 

name and secretly give gifts especially for Birthdays 
and Christmas. This was so popular that a second 
round was introduced halfway through the year.

We now had 8 books in the Library; Caren Eicke 
provided us with a calendar each month just to keep 
up with all the events and the growing number of 
Splinter Groups. A couple of new ones started, Min-
iatures Group and Thursday Afternoon Friendship 
Group which eventually became First Ladies and still 
has several original members. Caren’s daughter Barb 
Eiche, a budding art student was enlisted to help set 
up the newsletter.

The copy machine finds a new home at Virginia Bau-
man’s and lives there for several years.

Fifteen members went on retreat to Charm Country 
View Inn in February. We liked getting away to sew 
so much that a second retreat was held in the Fall. 
It was at the PIME retreat center and featured Paul 
McDade teaching a class on stained glass; some other 
members teaching; Friday night pizza; rooms set up 
for laying out and basting a quilt; a TV and video of 
workshops and even a vacuum cleaner with special 
attachments to clean your machine! Plus, the guild’s 
library, yes, it could be toted in one bag!

Our second style show/luncheon realized 185 attend-
ees at the Granville Inn on April 25, 1992. People had 
to be turned away. We made a profit of $468.85; gave 
out 50 door prizes, including member made center-
pieces; 55 garments were beautifully modeled by 
students from Licking Valley High School and Rose 
Beck and Mary Ossa’s granddaughters.

In October we had a mystery trip instead of the regu-
lar meeting. Clues led us 30 miles south to the Prairie 
Rose Quilt Shop in Lancaster, most of us made it 
there! We made “Grannies Nannies”, a form of paper 
piecing, sort of new at the time.

There is reference in the newsletter of a lady some-
one had heard of in Thornville, Ohio. It seems she 
had acquired a very large industrial type of quilt-
ing machine and would do quilting for hire. No one 
seemed to know much about it but someone thought 
they had seen one in a catalogue.



Officers elected for 1993 are: President-Mary Ossa; 
Vice-Pres.-Tresa Keys; Secretary and Newsletter 
Editor-Virginia Bauman; Treasurer-Rose Beck.

We started 1993 with approximately 80 members; 
8 splinter groups; our first Block of the Month was 
initiated (if you made the appliqué block the reward 
was ten 4” squares of fabric); and, our first 9 patch 
exchange. In April fourteen hundred and four 6” 
9 patch blocks were brought to exchange, enough 
to make a quilt 10 x 30 feet! We were on a roll, so 
we also exchanged pinwheel and snowball blocks 
over the next few months. Other firsts that year 
were Learning Stations during a guild program; Pat 
Schramm introduced the first Charm Squares Swap 
and the first new member tea was held at Mary 
Ossa’s home prior to a board meeting. By Nov. we 
had grown to approximately 100 members and were 
trying to address our large membership needs.

The first of many retreats at the Roscoe Village Inn 
was held in March. This retreat had been formerly 
sponsored by the Granville Sampler. Rosemary 
Hauisen became the perennial retreat chairperson the 
following year. It was the one and only time we tried 
to incorporate a national teacher at the retreat. Tina 
Gravitt was the teacher and it was quickly decided 
that retreats were for OUR projects!

Linda Clark, Judi Kirby Caren Eicke and Kim Miles 
chaired the Quilt Show “From Us to You---Pieces 
of our Lives”. It was held at the Robbins Hunter 
Museum Oct. 16th thru 24th and included a silent 
auction and a raffle quilt. Fifty three wall size quilts 
were presented for show by approximately 27 mem-
bers. We realized a profit of $1670.05.

Those By-laws reared their ugly heads. Since forma-
tion of the guild there had been only sketchy By-laws, 
so a committee of Tresa Keys, Judi Kirby, Lois Mini-
sker and Marge Hendy put together the first formal 
ones. They appeared in the June ‘93 newsletter and 
were voted on and adopted June 15, 1993.

Two of our members received national recognition, 
Kathy Stock had a mini quilt published in Miniatures 
Magazine and Mary Lewis had a quilt featured on the 
cover of a quilt magazine.

Christmas time found us at a new address, St. 
Edwards Catholic Church in Granville. The large hall 
there with a serving kitchen accommodated our size 
and needs for storage, etc. Our Christmas Challenges 
were revealed for a contest called Strip Poker. Linda 
Clark, Dee Dadik and Judi Wolf won $25.00 gift 
certificates for quilt shops and $10.00 certificates for 
favorite restaurants.

Our First President Judi Kirby was awarded a lifetime 
membership for her service to the guild at the Dec. 
meeting.

A Ways and Means Committee was formed in 
response to the treasury showing a balance of $3.89 in 
Oct., luckily the quilt show proceeds boosted that to 
$1772.90 by November.

1994 Officers were installed as follows: President-
Tresa Keys; Vice-Pres.-Kim Miles; Secretary-Nancy 
Greibel; Treasurer-Glenys Baker and Newsletter 
Editor-Connie Bell.

We had sort of flown by the seat of our pants in terms 
of funding. It looks like we needed a budget! The 
FIRST proposed budget was suggested by Glenys 
Baker, Tresa keys, Caren Eicke and Rose Beck. It was 
presented at the Feb. ’94 board meeting. Board meet-
ings were now held the 1st Wednesday of each month, 
usually at the home of the current president.

After the January board meeting, an invitation from 
the Granville Inn came, asking our guild to host a 
show and sale March 18th & 19th, National Quilt 
Days. Since bad weather cancelled the regular meet-
ing, we reached a decision by phone calls and agreed 
to host QUILTS FROM THE HEART, a mem-
ber’s only casual show arranging quilts in themed 
vignettes, using decorative items and quilting props. 
Lois Timmons was display chairperson. June Jarvis 
was in charge of our ABC quilting room where mem-
bers made approximately 45 baby quilts that week-
end. Rita Stephens handled the publicity. Judi Kirby 
worked with our vendors, Jordan’s Quilt Shop from 
Mount Vernon; Stitchery Plus from Hilliard; C.J.’s 
from Newark; Quilting Bee from Dresden; Town-
square Fabrics from Caldwell and Judi Kirby from 
Patchwork Cottage. A few members sold items as 



well. The guild netted a profit of $356.50 from these 
sales. The Granville Inn invited us almost immedi-
ately to do this again in 1995, with the possibility of 
adding a retreat. Shortly thereafter Dee Dadik and 
Virginia Bauman were named co-chairs of QUILTS 
FROM THE HEART II for March, 1995.

We have grown to 123 members by May; Dues were 
raised midyear to $24.00 per year and a New Member 
Tea was held for 14 guests at Tresa Keys’ home in 
April.

The first mention of a guild member acquiring a long 
arm Nolting quilting machine is Linda Schofield. She 
planned to limit her day job at C.J.’s to start quilting 
for people.

Nancy Nash from Zanesville has her first pattern 
called Harvest Home featured in the Keepsake Quilt-
ing catalogue.

In August ’94 Penny Haren supplied each table at our 
meeting with a small basket of hearts prepared for 
hand appliqué. Thus began the service project called 
“HUGS FROM THE HEART”. Quilts with hearts and 
nine patches were made and given to anyone expe-
riencing life altering circumstances. By Oct. we had 
given out 8 quilts. Penny had a dream that in the year 
2100, a quilt research project turned up thousands of 

quilts with labels that said they were a gift from The 
Heart of Ohio Quilters Guild. We continue to try and 
make that dream come true with gifts of quilts that 
say “have a hug on us”!

Another new project that you will recognize was 
“born” that October. Our first make it, bake it, sew it, 
sell it----Auction was held at St Edwards Church hall. 
Approximately 130 members and guest helped us 
realize a net profit of $2876.96! Our own Auctioneer-
--Judi Kirby and assistants Bambi (Debby Warthen), 
Binky (Mary Ossa), Bubbles (Sue Simpson) and 
Buffy (Deb Robinson) regaled us with buys we 
couldn’t afford to pass up!

December ended this year with a GIANT of a Splinter 
Group Show and Tell, with all eleven splinter groups 
participating. The following officers were installed 
for 1995: President-Kim Miles; Vice-Pres.-Virginia 
Bauman; Secretary-Pat Schramm and Treasurer-Beth 
Apthorp and Kathy Giles co-editor of the newsletter. 
Penny’s “Chit-Chat” became “Debby’s Department” 
by Debby Warthen.

 One of the editor’s favorite quotes to end this first 
chapter of “AS THE QUILT TURNS” is “Some 
people talk about what’s happening, some work 
to make things happen and others wonder what’s 
happening”.



Lois Ide from Bucyrus, Ohio headlined at 
the National Quilt Day banquet, March 18, 
1995. Her lecture was titled “Quilt with 

Purpose”, “Every quilt needs a purpose”, she said 
and “if it doesn’t have one when you start, one usu-
ally comes along”. She had just been featured in the 
March McCalls Quilting magazine with her WORLD 
PEACE quilt that was also adopted for use by UNI-
CEF International. Judi Wolf, a HOQG member at 
that time, hand dyed the fabrics that Lois used. The 
banquet was in conjunction with QUILTS FROM 
THE HEART II at the Granville Inn. The show was a 
casual show with themed vignettes. It also included 8 
quilt shops as vendors; and the Hoffman Doll Chal-
lenge. Approximately 700 people attended the show 
and some guild members enjoyed the whole weekend 
together with a retreat up on the third floor of the Inn 
and a Friday evening tea.

Marianne Fons, co-host of the TV show Simply Quilts 
and Pat Knoechel, Eleanor Burns’s sister brought 
great workshops that year, as well. Debby Warthen 
was coordinator of these as well as many one day 
retreats at the Central Christian Church. For a $3.00 
fee one could attend and enjoy the company of fellow 
comrades to work on projects.

Frequent appearances by Bob and Judy Rothermel 
of Schoolhouse Quilts included entertaining and 
informative programs about antique quilts, apprais-
ing and Judy’s designing, and always a bounty of 
fabrics, kits, patterns and books for sale. Bob is every 
woman’s dream husband. He just travels around the 
country promoting whatever she does. A couple of his 
quotes—“UFO’s aren’t fattening, they won’t spoil and 
you can finish them when you are mature!” “If you 
get sent up the river make sure you have your pieces 
cut out because they’ll give you needles and thread 
but no scissors.”

By the time the “HUGS FROM THE HEART” 
program was a year old, we had made 40 quilts. We 
stitched an average of 130 hearts at each general 
meeting. To quote Penny Haren, “We have, through 
our quilts, mourned with members who lost a loved 
one; welcomed new babies; comforted a family 
who lost everything in a fire; helped raise funds 
for a SPECIAL WISH program; sent a “hug” to an 
anorexic patient; given an 18 month old something to 
hang on to when his brother died of cancer, etc. etc.” 
When Penny had to give up direction of this program, 
CeCe Buker, Nita Boyer and Kathy Sims succeeded 
her with equal dedication. Under Penny’s direction 
we also hand appliquéd two beautiful alter cloths and 
a funeral pall as gifts for St. Edward’s Church. They 
continue to be used there today.

In 1996 the guild was lead by the following people: 
President-Virginia Bauman; Vice-Pres.-Ann 
Mussetter; Secretary-Sue Simpson; Treasurer-CeCe 
Buker and Rose Gray as the Newsletter editor.

Mary Ossa and Rose Beck tutored youngsters from 
ages 9–12 in a 4-H Quilting Club. Barb Hinterschied 
succeeded them at a later time and the club continues 
today.

In anticipation of “QUILTS FROM THE HEART 
III”, March 15 and 16, 1996, the board purchased 
PVC pipes and 3 free standing quilt racks for approxi-
mately $500. Donna Brown chaired this event with 
the gallery of quilts at the Robbins Hunter Museum; 
the 14 vendors at the Granville Inn; the Hoffman Doll 
Challenge winners; 26 Keepsake Quilting Challenge 
winners and on National Quilt Day, Jane Clark Staple 
of “The Feedsack Club” was our banquet speaker.

Our first President, Judi Kirby opened “Patchwork 
Cottage” in April 1996. Her first shop was in Hebron, 
Ohio. They later moved to a vintage farmhouse near 
State Routes 37 & 40.

Chapter 2 – 1995 thru 1999
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On July 10, 1996 we hosted a luncheon at St. 
Edward’s Church Hall for quilters visiting from 
“down under”, New Zealand. Of course this included 
a big Show ‘N Tell by both groups.

An amusing program/contest for the UGLIEST quilt 
was presented in August. Some categories and awards 
were: most distorted block; pathetic piecing; oops! 
It didn’t stick; colors-clash without class; oldest and 
largest numbers of ufo’s; and all I need is the binding, 
etc. Awards and prizes befit the nature of the winning 
categories.

Those assuming office for 1997 were: President-Ann 
Mussetter, Vice-pres.-Julie Cooke, Secretary- Debby 
Warthen, Treasurer-Deb Robinson and Assistant 
Treasurer-Caren Eicke. 

During this time in the guild, we enjoyed and nur-
tured some 18 Splinter Groups. Some you may still 
recognize are: Angel/ Holiday, Minatures, Piecemak-
ers, Scrap Group, Wearables, Service Quilts, Quilts 
for Kids, Capitol City Quilters, Beginners, Baltimore 
Album, Ardent Appliquers, BFG’s, Monday Afters, 
Monday Remnants, Needlenuts, ThreeB’s, Thursday 
Group and several Round robin groups.

Quilts for Kids donated 80 quilts in 1996 and 60 
quilts in 1997, under the guidance of Rita Stephens. 
In a little over 3 years, “HUGS FROM THE HEART” 
had donated approximately 200 quilts. There were 
now two groups for this service project, one in New-
ark and one in Columbus.

Auctioneer Craig Connally began volunteering his 
time to boost our auction to new success with profits 
of $4923.00 in 1997 and $5290.00 in 1998. A gift of 
a patriotic quilt was made for and presented to Craig 
and his wife at the auction in 1999.

New member teas were held to help new members 
adjust in a growing guild with membership of now 
about 180 quilt enthusiasts. It was decided to have a 
tea for every 12 new members or every six months.

Paul Mc Dade, Nancy Screbo Johnson, Shirley Stutz, 
Ami Sims and Piecable Kingdom’s Susan Parr head-
lined as workshop teachers and speakers in 1998. 

Kaye England brought “VOICES FROM THE PAST” 
to entertain us at the Spring Banquet.

Those who held office for 1998 are: President-Julie 
Cooke, Vice-Pres.-Mary Clark, Secretary-Barb 
Hinterscheid, Treasurer-Caren Eicke and Assistant 
Treasurer-Glenna Brooks. Jean Isham published the 
newsletter.

We coordinated efforts with Fons and Porter of Sim-
ply Quilts and sent 100 yards of fabric to quilters in 
the Outback of Australia. The worst drought in their 
history had so depleted even their basic necessities of 
life.

For several years we shared the guild’s summer picnic 
with the guild from Mt. Vernon, Ohio, usually meet-
ing at Ye Old Mill near Utica, Oh. The summer of 
1998 we took a road trip to Lancaster, Ohio to visit 
Lunn Fabrics, instead. They presented an interesting 
lecture about their fabric designing business with the 
Robert Kaufman Fabric Co.

Leading the guild for the last year of the 20th Century 
was: President- Mary Clark, Vice-pres.-Vivian 
Milholen, Secretary-Pat Schramm, and Treasurer-
Carol Arbaugh.

Denison University invited our membership to par-
ticipate in a mini quilt show and symposium in March 
1999. 37 quilts were displayed at Burke Hall Art 
Gallery. Six of our members contributed quilts with 
visual impact from Feb 26-April 2.

Patty McCormick of “How to Make an American 
Quilt”, a movie produced by DreamWorks Studios, 
was the banquet speaker in March 1999. She regaled 
us with stories of how she and twelve other quil-
ters from southern California had the opportunity to 
provide the quilt expertise needed for filming this 
very entertaining movie. We were all just as upset as 
she was when, in the closing scene, the elaborately 
appliqued quilt is seen being dragged on the ground 
through a citrus orchard!---eeek!

Other speakers of note in 1999 were Mary Sorensen, 
appliqué teacher of renown, and Linda Ott Lipsett, 
author and musician in “How to make an American 
Quilt”.



At the Nov. 1999 retreat Julie Cooke was crowned 
Queen of Nine Patch, Tresa Keys was named Prairie 
Point Princess and Jean Isham won for greatest dis-
tance traveled. It seems she only brought one project 
and finished it in the first afternoon. She made a milk 
run home for more projects. These getaways contin-
ued to be a popular time to share marathon quilting 
time together at Roscoe Village Inn. 

An old Indian saying, quoted by President Mary Clark 
goes like this: “When you were born, you cried and 

the world rejoiced. Live your life in such manner that 
when you die, the world cries and you rejoice.”

I dedicate this story of the HEART OF OHIO QUIL-
TERS GUILD to the memory of some quilting friends 
who have gone on to quilt eternally. Their member-
ship and contributions will always be remembered. 
They are: Louise Helser, Phyllis Chappelear, Janet 
Haas, Rosemary Hauisen, Marcie Kern, Rae Howard, 
Carolyn Cochran and Hazel Bishop.



Guiding the guild into a new millennium 
were the following officers: President-
Vivian Milholen; Vice Pres.-Anita Boyer-

Cook; Secretary-Buffy Whitehead; Treasurer-Carol 
Arbaugh; and Assistant Treasurer-Donna Brown. Lori 
Cage joined them as newsletter editor in April.

Honing our quilting skills with workshops were 
Dianna Springola, Shirley Stutz and Jill Kemp of 
Bear Paw Designs.

In a President’s message, Vivian encouraged each 
member to THANK the person who had inspired 
them to learn to quilt. Mother, Grandmother, neigh-
bor, close friend or someone at the local quilt shop, 
what a wonderful world they introduced to us!

Linda Clark, Kim Miles, Donna Brown, Cindy Massa, 
Cheryl Voelker, Liz Bicking, Tresa Keys and Mary 
Ossa were the committee chairs for “Bridges through 
Time”, April 28-30, 2000. This included a gallery of 
quilts at the Robbins Hunter Museum, attended by 
approximately 700 people; vendors at the Granville 
Inn; appraisals by Molly Butler and Dee Dadik; and the 
celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the guild. Faire 
La Cuisine of Granville catered the opening reception 
on Friday evening the 28th, plus desserts were pro-
vided by Mary Ossa and Tresa Keys. Althea Walker 
and Mary earned “tip of the silver server” for “swamp 
water”, a. k. a. as citrus punch. It seems when they 
added green sorbet to the punch it turned a peculiar 
shade of “green”, oh dear! Rose corsages were pre-
sented to the current and all past presidents in atten-
dance. Those so honored were; Judi Kirby, Mary Ossa, 
Tresa Keys, Kim Miles, Julie Cooke, Mary Clark and 
Vivian Milholen. Fourty blotto blocks made by mem-
bers in the theme of our logo were won and divided 
by Barbara Struzebecker and Valerie Kingsley. Patti 
Roush won the Viewer’s Choice award. Door prizes 
were awarded, one for each year of membership. Each 
name was submitted for the year one had joined.

Officers elected for 2001 were: President-Renie 
Morin; Vice Pres.-Cindy Massa; Secretary-Buffy 
Whitehead; Treasurer-Donna Brown and Assistant 
Treasurer-Karen Beckley.

Rosemary Hauisen’s long reign as retreat chairperson 
ended when the Roscoe Village Inn closed to the pub-
lic. Buffy Whitehead and Donna Brown picked up her 
crown. Retreat 2002 was held at Zinks Inn in Amish 
Country. Thirty-three members attended the “pamper 
yourself” weekend. We would retreat there one more 
year before choosing the Coshocton Village Inn and 
Suites, where some 70 plus members still continue 
their annual getaway today.

Quilts have a way of helping us see that life is made 
up of “sunshine and shade”. The events of Sept. 11, 
2001 caused all of us to take pause and reflect on 
what we really hold dear. The “shade” of that dark 
day called us to action to make quilts of comfort for 
so many with first hand suffering. Beth Hall headed 
up some of our efforts in conjunction with e.quilter.
com. We made and sent quilts that New York guilds 
distributed. We worked with AQS to make patriotic 
quilts from blocks that were submitted by quilters 
from all over the country. We held workshops to 
assemble these quilts that were eventually sold on line 
with 100% of the profits assisting those caught up in 
the crisis. Holophane Co. of Newark, Ohio assisted 
our efforts by providing some of the shipping costs.

“America is not like a blanket----one piece of unbro-
ken cloth, the same color, the same texture, the same 
size. America is more like a quilt---many patches, 
many pieces, many colors, many sizes, all woven and 
held together by a common thread” Henry M. Jackson 
(reprinted from Nov. 2001 newsletter).

“Quilts”-The Original Software” was the name 
chosen for the quilt show to be held in 2002. Dee 
Dadik and Molly Butler had been meeting for several 

Chapter 3 – 2000 thru 2004
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months with a dedicated and experienced group of 
committee chair people. The planned venue was The 
National Guard Armory in Newark. It goes with-
out saying that that site was now being used for our 
national safety. Regrettably, plans for that show were 
canceled. “Antique Stars” a design by Susan Garman, 
was chosen for the raffle quilt already in progress, 
so the efforts to finish it continued. It was eventually 
raffled at the 2003 NQA show. Mary Ossa has recom-
mended that this editor not be allowed to pick another 
pattern for a group quilt, something about 4-1/2” saw 
tooth star blocks and tiny ½ square triangles?

Leadership for 2002 continued with these officers: 
President-Cindy Massa; Vice Pres.-Debby Warthen; 
Secretary-Dorene Enlow; Treasurer-Karen Beckley; 
Assistant Treasurer-Mary Knicely and Newsletter 
Editor-Renie Morin. E-mailing of the newsletter 
began this year.

The first Featured Artist was introduced at the March 
16, 2002 banquet. The honor of being selected by 
one’s peers was bestowed on Virginia Bauman. She 
demonstrated her beautiful hand quilting at the Kra-
ner Nature Center Exhibit held April 20 & 21, 2002. 
Some 200 people attended this exhibit that included 
quilts from 30 members, a computer slide show of 
additional quilts and various members worked on ser-
vice quilts or demonstrated other quilting techniques 
throughout the weekend. Virginia also garnered Best 
of Show at the Hartford Fair for a red work quilt.

Several of our members have experienced breast 
cancer. Some of them decided to lead a project called 
“Blossom of Hope”. They chose the daffodil as their 
symbol as that flower returns each spring after a 
long dark winter and offers hope for the new season. 
Enough blocks were made and donated to this project 
by various members to make three quilts. These quilts 
were raffled, with the proceeds of $1350.00 divided 
among The James Cancer Center, Mt. Carmel Mam-
mography program and the Licking Memorial Hospi-
tal oncology unit.

Those accepting offices for 2003 were: President-
Debby Warthen; Vice Pres.-Dorene Enlow; Secretary-

Dianna Thompson; Treasurer-Mary Knicely and 
Assistant Treasurer-Glenna Brooks.

After almost ten years HOQG had to find a new home 
as St. Edwards was under reconstruction/renova-
tion and no longer able to accommodate our regular 
meetings. After much search, St. Leonard’s Catholic 
Church in Heath became home in April 2003.

The National Quilting Association’s national show 
held in Columbus, Ohio, June 19-22, 2003 was called 
“Fights of Fancy”. Our guild worked with four other 
central Ohio guilds to host this show. Our focus was 
Volunteers, with Jennifer McCann as chairman and 
Vendors, with Tresa Keys as chairman and Nancy 
Greibel assisting. Jennifer also designed the show pin, 
a cardinal with an Ohio Star block on its chest. Over 
350 quilts were exhibited and 300 plus volunteers 
attended every detail. There were 82 vendors from 
across the country. Each participating guild real-
ized profits, our portion was $3,358.27. Each guild 
member was offered the opportunity to take a free 
workshop as reward for the many hours donated to 
this effort. Columbus was subsequently chosen as 
the permanent home for the NQA office headquarters 
and the annual show site. It is nice to believe that we 
influenced that decision. Our own Jennifer McCann 
became NQA Vice President in 2004, as well. 

The guild’s Challenge for 2003 was unique in that 
those participating exchanged ufo projects. Each fin-
ished item was displayed at Patchwork Dreams Quilt 
Shop for a month, and then the quilts were donated to 
a charity of your choice for their fundraising.

Inducted as officers for 2004 were: President-Dorene 
Enlow; Vice Pres.-Jennifer McCann; Secretary-
Dianna Thompson; Treasurer-Glenna Brooks; Assis-
tant Treasurer-Jen Hare and Kris Kirk started editing 
the newsletter.

Fifty-one quilts were exhibited at the Newark Library 
as part of “Art in the City”, September. 19 & 20, 
2004.

Liz Bicking chaired the March 2004 banquet where 
Lorie Kleiner Eckert presented a motivational pro-
gram entitled “Step by step to Your Goal”. Renie 



Morin was surprised by the award as our second 
Featured Artist.

Eighty QUILTS FOR KIDS were donated to Licking 
Memorial Hospital through efforts at Bunny’s Sew 
Fine Fabrics. Licking Memorial Hospital honored 
our guild as one of four inductees into Community 
Partners. The guilds name was placed on a plaque at 
the hospital.

We closed 2004 with a Gallery of Holiday quilts 
exhibited at The Davis-Shai House in Heath during 
their Holiday Open House, Dec. 11, 2004.

“Piece by loving piece we become whole---

Year by Year we soften with the wear---

—We are a Work of Art!” 

author unknown



Five years into the twenty first century HOQG 
was lead by the following officers: Jennifer 
McCann, President; Carolyn Cochran, Vice- 

Pres.; Mary Kishler, Secretary; Jen Hare, Treasurer; 
and Linda Douglas, Assistant Treasurer.

Kendra O’Reilley chaired The Art Work Gallery 
Show. It started Feb 2nd. 2005 and featured forty 
six quilts with Renie Morin as Featured Artist. Carol 
Holland, Jennifer McCann, and Barb Whyte presented 
several workshops during this month long exhibit.

Splinter groups continue to be at the “heart” of our 
guild. Members who have a common interest for a 
quilting specialty such as primitives, appliqué, scrap-
ping, etc. meet frequently to socialize and exchange 
ideas and/or projects. First Fridays, Primitives, Thim-
ble Buddies, Cupboard Crashers, Loose Threads and 
Hospice Quilters are some of the more recent groups 
to form. Many splinter groups join efforts to cre-
ate items for the annual auction. Occasionally these 
groups chair major guild committees e.g. programs, 
auction, or block of the month, thus helping to share 
the load. One such splinter group the “Busy Bees” 
chaired “Quilts for Kids” in 2005 and 2006. When 
guild members finished a child’s quilt, they could put 
their name in the “hive” for some possible “honey” 
(reward), donated by various quilt shops. Should one 
be a good “worker bee”, one could become “queen 
bee” and win a grand prize. Nearly 100 quilts were 
donated during this two year “honey harvest”.

Artists presenting workshops/lectures in 2005 were 
Phil Beaver, painting quilt artist; Teri Henderson 
Tope, “A girl with a checkered past and a future in 
pieces”; and Judy Sandman showed us how to make 
colorful and interesting quilts from the “ugliest” 
of fabrics. She taught us to stretch our skills and 
embrace even the most shunned and abandoned 
fabrics.

Our compassion was called into action again when 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita came ashore on the Gulf 
of Mexico. We responded by sending half of our 
prepared “Hugs from the Heart” quilts and half of 
our “Quilts for Kids”. We supported Alex Ander-
son’s raffle with proceeds for evacuees. We made 
monetary donations thru the Red Cross which were 
matched with funds from International Quilt Festival 
in Houston. We all went to work making all kinds of 
quilts that were distributed to refugees of these two 
devastating hurricanes. “Sometime we just have to 
do things because they are the right thing to do—this 
was one of those times”, comment from COMFORT 
AMERICA PROJECT chairman Karey Patterson 
Bresenhan at International Quilt Festival. These 
efforts continued for many months.

Assuming leadership roles for 2006 were: Carolyn 
Cochran, President; Anne Russell, Vice Pres.; Mary 
Kishler, Secretary; Caren Eicke, Treasurer.

“How Lucky to be a Quilter” was the theme of the 
2006 National Quilt Day banquet held at The Place 
Off the Square”, Mar. 16th. Susan Nash entertained 
us with her quilting journey, titled “The Serendipity 
of Quilting”. Our third Featured Artist, Tresa Keys, 
promised to continue to put needle to fabric in ways 
that uphold that special honor.

Visiting Quilt Artists in 2006 included Jane Town-
swick, a prominent appliqué teacher and Vicki 
Pignatelli of Reynoldsburg, Oh. She extolled us to 
remember “Passion, humor, persistence courage and 
faith in your work----these five attributes and others 
all play a role in your quilt making”.

As of January 2006, 17,096 wounded servicemen and 
women had returned from the conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Quilters once again responded this time 
with the international effort called “Quilts of Valor”. 
Through their website members coordinate the quilt-
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ing and shipment of quilts they make to bring com-
fort and give thanks to those who have sacrificed so 
much. By 2008 14,000 quilts collectively had been 
sent. Judy Keck has coordinated this effort in our 
guild for several years. Special Kudos to Jed Hanra-
han who has donated one or more quilts nearly every 
shipment. The response from “Quilts of Valor” cen-
tral is----“Still at War! Still Quilting!! In addition 46 
winter scarves made of camouflage yarn were sent to 
Marines serving in Afghanistan in 2009.

As part of our community outreach and to comply 
with our newly acquired “Not for Profit” status, 
earned in 2008, we started adding donations to the 
Licking Co. Food Pantry thru St. Leonard’s Church.

These officers lead us in 2007: President, Anne 
Russell; Vice-Pres., Reggie Lyons; Secretary, Cheryl 
Laughlin; Treasurer, Caren Eicke and Newsletter 
Editor, Carla Fournier.

Caren Eicke also helped bring us into the 21st. Cen-
tury with a guild website, www.heartofohioquilters.
com. Continually evolving this website contains 
information about workshops, events, programs, 
shows, the guild roster, by-laws and even the library 
list, etc. Jen Hare and Barb Whyte continue to update 
this site today.

Some favorite programs starred our own members 
when in Jan. 2007 we opened the year with “Vintage at 
its Best”. Members were invited to show and tell about 
either their first, worst or favorite quilts. The following 
January we solicited their favorite vintage treasure, be 
it quilted, hooked, embroidered or just lovingly made 
in the past. President Anne Russell said, “As evident 
from last month’s meeting we don’t always need to 
look outside our guild for the best talent, creativity, or 
good story! Our guild is filled with people who can 
teach us the most challenging of techniques, those with 
great color sense and great workmanship. Their stories 
make us laugh and inspire us”.

A lecture was brought to us by Granville’s own Amy 
Butler who wowed us with her story about becoming 
a fabric designer. Shirley Nowakowski helped us see 
value and history in old quilts and even in parts of 
quilts from the past. Janet Jones Worley invited us to 

sample “Quilts for Chocolate and Ice Cream lovers” 
and Nancy Odom, co author of the Elm Creek Quilt 
books was a featured instructor in 2007.

The Bryn Du Field house in Granville was the 
venue chosen for “Charming and Challenging” Quilt 
show-2007. Jen Hare chaired this event Oct. 5th 
& 6th showcasing approximately 160 quilts. Barb 
Whyte, Carla Fournier, Rose Mary Davis and Kendra 
O’Reilley chaired various committees; 31 door prizes 
were awarded; Approximately 900 guests attended 
from 31 different states and Canada. Rae Howard’s 
quilt “Flowers from my Garden” won Viewer’s 
Choice; a $600.00 Baby Lock, donated by A Touch 
of Thread, was a grand prize; Tresa Keys was gen-
erously rewarded as Featured Artist.---“Life is my 
college, may I graduate well and earn some honors”-- 
Louisa May Alcott

These members held office in 2008: Reggie Lyons, 
President; Becky Carter, Vice-Pres.; Carolyn Cochran, 
Secretary; Kathy Kern, Treasurer and Caren Eicke, 
Assistant Treasurer.

Licking County celebrated a Bicentennial in 2008. Liz 
Bicking ably researched, composed and chaired the 
construction of a quilt to commemorate this milestone. 
Several HOQG members made one of the 26 blocks, 
representing the various townships as well as lending a 
hand for the finishing embellishments. It was unveiled 
at the Bicentennial kick-off on Jan. 30, 2008, at the 
Works in Newark. It was displayed at various events 
throughout the county that year and now is in a perma-
nent showcase at The Works, an educational tool for all 
time. Each participant signed a bicentennial document 
that was placed in a time capsule.

A new tradition for HOQG was launched in March 
2008. A baby quilt made by one of our members is 
given to the first baby born on National Quilt Day at 
Licking Memorial Hospital.

April 2008 saw the return of the New Member Tea. 
Cheryl Laughlin who made delicious scones with 
clotted cream and lemon curd was assisted by Tresa 
Keys. The tea was held at the College Townhouse in 
Granville. Various committee chairs and officers were 



invited to share a little more in depth information 
about the opportunities within the guild.

A diligent search and highly considered vote was 
taken to select an outstanding fellow quilter as Fea-
tured Artist for 2008/2009. Much to her surprise, Rae 
Howard received this distinction. Rae told us that her 
very first stitchery was an embroidery work that her 
mother required her to make. A quote from Abraham 
Lincoln, “To everything I owe my dear Mother”. She 
also responded that she felt like a movie star receiv-
ing an Oscar. Sadly, Rae’s quilts were featured at the 
2009 show but Rae’s reward was now heavenly and 
each beautiful hand embroidered and hand appliquéd 
quilt was now a part of her loving legacy.

Bringing the second decade of the HOQG to close 
were the following officers for 2009: Becky Carter, 
President; Gale Gallant, Vice-Pres.; Marsha Rosser, 
Secretary; Kathy Kern, Treasurer and Bernice 
Tampkin, Newsletter Editor. 

Those who brought us workshops in 2009 were our 
own Ive Winch with Hawaiian Appliqué and Penny 
Haren, with Pieced Appliqué. Bonnie Hunter brought 
scrapping and Karen Phillips Schwallen, Dimensional 
Embroidery. Brenda Tuck from New Zealand and 
Cindy Casciato were also guest instructors.

“Memories and Celebrations” was the name chosen 
for the HOQG quilt show held October 9th & 10th, 
2009. It was held at the Bryn Du Field House in 
Granville with Carla Fournier as chairmen, commit-
tees were chaired by Carolyn Cochran, Barb Whyte, 
Reggie Lyons, Becky Carter, Rose Mary Davis, Gale 
Gallant, Liz Bicking and Anne Russell. The raffle 
quilt was made by Carolyn Cochran and was hung 
in Chapter Row at the NQA show in June. Our show 

included a Quilt Turning featuring quilts with sto-
ries of special interest. Some 10,000 post cards were 
distributed for advertising. 161 quilts were showcased 
and approximately 750 guests attended. Viewer’s 
Choice ribbons were bestowed on the following 
quilts: “Cottage Garden” appliqué, by Dianna Thomp-
son; “Floral Fantasy” little quilt, by Sue Murdock; 
“Latte” pieced, by Julia Strahler; and “Rosebud Lane” 
mixed media, by Tresa Keys.

There are a few other choices and traditional groups 
in which members can participate. They are: Block 
of the Month, a quilt block is presented each month, 
complete with color way options and techniques 
explained; Nine patch and Hour Glass Blocks can 
be exchanged and a theme or color choice is given; 
Charm Squares, 5 .

½” squares of themed fabrics are exchanged every 
month, so one can build quite a stash of Charms; Mini 
One Day Retreats are held a couple of times a year 
to socialize and work on guild charitable contribu-
tions or one’s own projects and Goodwill Angel sends 
cards of comfort to members experiencing illness or 
for sympathy concerns.

A donation of $745.00 was made to Hospice of 
Central Ohio in lieu of our Christmas exchange. This 
donation was sent to honor the memory of beloved 
members Rae Howard and Carolyn Cochran who left 
our quilting circle in 2009.

“It was not a woman’s desire to be forgotten, and in 
one simple, unpretentious way, she created a medium 
that would out live even many of her husband’s 
houses, barns and fences; she signed her name in 
friendship onto cloth and in her own way, cried out-
Remember Me”—Linda Otto Lipsett



This “quilt” was turned and turned and the stories 
were revisited. These chapters confirm that every 
piece and patch counts in our “Quilt”. Threads of time 
and friendship make up the pattern. No one block 
dominates but together they are a symphony in fab-
ric. Each member past and present contributed to its 
unique and beautiful design. I pray its binding and 
batting, the substance that holds it all together, will 
continue to hold firm for many years from today.

Thank you for taking this odyssey with me. It has 
been a labor of Love. I hope you will embrace each 

opportunity there is to celebrate these twenty years. 
Thanks to the Heritage Group for taking the lead. 
Thanks to Virginia Bauman for distributing chap-
ters in my absence and for lending me her library of 
newsletters. I read everyone with pride and nostalgia. 
Thanks to my proof reader and technical support, 
Skip, my best fan and supportive husband.

“Thanks for the Memories”

Tresa Keys, HOQG charter member

Past president 1994
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For 2010 we held our banquet to celebrate 
National Quilting Day at PIME with Carol 
Doak as speaker. Carol also taught a paper 

piecing class the day of the banquet and 20 members 
were able to participate. This was Carol’s last year of 
traveling to teach and lecture, so we got an opportunity 
that we won’t get again.

Our officers were President-Gale Gallant, Vice-
President-Debby Warthen, Secretary-Kathy Lewis, 
and Treasurer-Renie Morin, Newsletter Editor-
Bernice Tamkin.

Barb Whyte was elected Featured Member Artist. 
Barb also donated a baby quilt to be given to the first 
baby born at Licking Memorial Hospital on National 
Quilting Day.

Splinter group Busy Bees chaired the Block of the 
Month with a spirit quilt pattern. Patterns were dis-
tributed each month to make the blocks that created a 
quilt featuring your favorite team colors. Most mem-
bers chose Ohio State colors of scarlet and gray. The 
resulting medallion style quilts were truly works of 
art. Participation in this BOM was the most ever.

We had Shirley Stutz from Caldwell, Ohio teach a 
workshop on machine quilting. Also, Zena Thorpe 
from California taught a workshop on hand applique 
and presented a lecture. 

The guild partnered with Hospice of Central Ohio 
to make quilts for patients in their care. Liz Bicking 
spearheaded this effort and monthly work session 
began.

Our October auction made over $5700.00. This was 
from the sales of items donated from our more than 
160 members.

President, Gale Gallant spearheaded a project to knit 
scarves for Marines & Sailors serving in the military. 
It seems that several quilters also knit.

The guild celebrated its 20th year in 2011. There 
were several special programs and activities to mark 
this anniversary. We held our first banquet to mark 
National Quilting day with Anita Shackelford as the 
speaker. It was only fitting that she returns for a repeat 
performance. Anita also taught a workshop the eve-
ning before the banquet, where she taught Redwork 
Embroidery by Hand. The Banquet was full of special 
20th Anniversary treats.

Guild members put together a special Anniversary 
quilt that uses our Hugs pattern. It was displayed at 
the banquet and the quilt show that year.

The theme for the quilt show was “All Quilts Bright 
and Beautiful – Celebrating 20 Years of Quilting”. 
Members held a special quilt turning at the show 
where past presidents displayed their quilts made 
from the president’s blocks that are gifted each year.

Serving her second year as President was Gale 
Gallant, with Vice President-Susie Frahn, Secretary-
Mary Kishler and Treasurer-Pam Scott. Barb 
Sherman headed up the Quilt Show committee, 
Jan Farran chaired the Yard Sale, friendship group 
Thimblebuddies ran the Auction and Catie Gynn 
published the newsletter. Our auction brought in 
$6000.00

Cheryl Laughlin spearheaded a project to make 
“Little Dresses for Africa” and special sewing days 
were held, resulting in 750 dresses.

There were workshops held throughout the year for 
members to hone their skills. Teri Tope taught reverse 
applique; Anita Shackelford taught redwork embroi-
dery; Debra Gabel taught fusible machine applique; 
Karen Grabowski taught perfect piecing and Karen 
Combs taught patchwork illusions. Eleanor Burns’ 
sister, Pat Knoechel presented a program with Quilt-
in-a-Day patterns and tools.

Our auction brought in $6000.00

2010 thru 2014



2013

Our officers for 2013 were President- Kathie 
Hayden, Vice President-Lynda Moore, 
Secretary-Becky Kirk; Treasurer-Pam Scott; 

Assistant Treasurer-Renie Morin.

Dues were raised to $30 due to increased expenses. 

We are now hiring a CPA to prepare our federal tax 
returns and our state charitable group reports. We also 
combined our 2, 5x5 storage units into 1, 10x15 unit. 
The printing company we have used for many years 
has now closed. The board approved using Staples for 
our printing needs.

The guild continues to donate a baby quilt to the first 
baby girl and baby boy born on National Quilting Day 
in March. This year we also donated a quilt to Mental 
Health America of Licking County to be auctioned at 
their fundraiser “Java and Jazz”. 

We had workshops and programs with Edyta Sitar and 
Sue Nichols. These were very well attended.

Barb Whyte chaired the Quilt Show Committee. The 
theme was “Jubilation, Capturing the Joy of Quilt-
ing”. There was a profit this year of $1,000.00.

Gail Irwin chaired the Yard Sale and made a profit of 
$1,200.00.

The Thimblebuddies Friendship group chaired the 
Auction with an addition of a Silent Auction at the 
quilt show. They made over $7,300.00.

2014

Officers for this year are President-Jonda 
Clemings, Vice President-Becky Kirk, Secre-
tary-Patty Merrick, Treasurer-Pam Shannon, 

Assistant Treasurer-Pam Scott.

We have 143 members by the end of the year.

Anne Russell was chosen as Featured Member Artist. 

Our Banquet speaker is Suzie Parron author of “Barn 
Quilts and the American Quilt Trail Movement”. 

Banquet was held at Licking Valley High School and 
catered by the school’s cafeteria team.

We held a special work day to make Quilts of Valor 
in July. Members gathered at the meeting location to 
make tops. This resulted in quite a few tops that were 
sent out to be long-armed.

Additionally, at our July meeting members could rent 
a table to sell their own yard sale items. This was the 
first time we had done this, and it was well supported.

Gail Irwin chaired the Yard Sale again this year, it 
was held in June and netted over $2,200.00.

Becky Kirk and Patty Merrick co-chair the Auction 
which nets over $5,400.00.

Members donated 13 quilts to Kids n’ Kamp.

Our members were very charitable this year donat-
ing 192 quilts! Quilts for Kids donated 106 quilts to 
Licking Memorial Hospital. Quilts of Valor distrib-
uted 30 quilts with pillowcases to military personnel 
and veterans. Hugs from the Heart filled 11 requests. 
Our Hospice committee has become Community 
Cares and shifted focus to include other needs of our 
community. They donated 39 quilts to various local 
charities, and 6 quilts and 11 pillowcases to My Very 
Own Blanket.

Diane McGregor has volunteered to take over the 
Quilt Show committee after the previous chair 
resigned.

2015 thru 2018

President-Becky Kirk, Vice President-Patty 
Merrick, Secretary-Carolyn Forsythe, 
Treasurer- Renie Morin and Assistant 

Treasurer-Sher Davis.

The Banquet “Quilting and High Tea” was held at 
Allison’s with Mary Huey as speaker, her topic was 
“How I Learned to Color”.

The hospital’s Sleep Safe Initiative means the guild 
can no longer donate the quilts for the first babies 
born on National Quilting Day. We need to find 
another way to mark this day.



The National Quilting Association (NQA) disbanded 
and canceled the annual show. No refunds for mem-
berships were given.

Members kept losing keys to the lock on the storage 
unit, so the board approved changing to a combina-
tion type lock. 

After the Quilt Show and Auction in the same month 
the board decided that was too much to ask from 
members. Discussions were held, and the decision 
made to alternate years, holding the Quilt Show 
one year and the Auction (or other fundraiser) the 
following year.

Diane McGregor chaired the Quilt Show with the 
theme of “Quilting, Sowing the Threads of Friend-
ship”. We included a Boutique where handmade items 
are sold. Donna Brown chairs this event and it made 
$1,621.00. The show itself made a profit of over 
$2,200.00. 

Carolyn Forsythe chaired the Auction which made a 
profit of over $6,100.00.

There were good programs from Corey Yoder, Teri 
Tope, Beth Shillig and Lunn’s Fabrics to name a few. 
Workshops taught members reverse applique and 
machine quilting among other things.

While we were having our Winter retreat, members 
bound and finished 4 quilts to give to a family from 
Coshocton where the retreat is held. The family had 
lost everything in a fire the week before. They were 
so thrilled, they came to the retreat to visit and thank 
members.

Our service quilting groups were busy this year 
too, donating 42 Quilts of Valor, 40 Quilts for Kids, 
29 Community Cares and 22 Hugs from the Heart.  

2016
Our officers were President-Patty Merrick, Vice 
President-Nancy Griebel, Secretary-Joy Stovcik, 
Treasurer-Renie Morin, Assistant Treasurer-Sher 
Davis. We had 136 members.

We held a different fundraiser this year, Christmas in 
October, on our regular meeting night in October at 
the Buckingham House. We raised over $2,400.00.

A committee worked to revise our Policies and By-
Laws. The changes were approved and the updated 
documents were placed on our website.

Our Banquet was held at Alison’s with Andi Johnson 
speaking on “Looking to the Past for Modern 
Inspiration”. 

Cathy Johnston was chosen as Featured Member 
Artist.

We held a Yard Sale in Debby Warthen’s driveway 
as part of her community’s yard sale day. This was 
chaired by Nancy Griebel and Carol Arbaugh and 
raised over $1,000.

Some of our speakers were Karen Montgomery, 
Nancy Mahoney and Catherine Redford. We held 
workshops on hand embroidery and beading, big 
stitch hand quilting, precision piecing and using 
a couple of Creative Grids rulers to achieve great 
results.

In September we held a workday on guild meeting 
day to produce Quilts of Valor tops. For the year we 
donated 40 quilts to the national organization. 

Our Hugs from the Heart committee filled 20 requests 
for quilts. The Community Cares committee donated 
39 quilts to various groups. 

2017
Our officers were President-Nancy Griebel, VicePres-
ident-Gail Irwin, Secretary-Jane Toliver, Treasurer-
Mindy Kshywonis.

Per guild policies and by-laws and committee that do 
not have a chairperson will be tabled for that year or 
until a chair step forward. So, Challenge, Historian, 
Community Cares, Education and Sewing Days are 
unfunded for 2017. Due to the results of a member 
survey Block of the Month, Fabric Exchange and 
Refreshments have been tabled. The NQA has folded 
so this committee was also removed.



The Yard Sale with leftovers taken to Fredericktown 
Quilters Sale were chaired by Gail Irwin and raised 
over $2,300. 

A donation of $1,500.00 was made to the guild, 
earmarked to be used for service quilts. Based on this 
donation and board discussion Community Cares was 
re-instated. The amount was evenly divided between 
Hugs from the Heart, Community Cares and Quilts 
for Kids. Quilts of Valor requested not to be included 
as they are financially healthy.

A raffle was held at the Winter Retreat that raised 
$570 for Hospice of Central Ohio. This donation 
qualified the guild for a leaf on the Tree of Life at 
Hospice of Central Ohio’s Hospice unit on the 6th 
floor of Licking Memorial Hospital.

The Quilt Show Committee was chaired by Leslie 
Casebolt and raised over $5,000.00.

We had workshops with Rita Fishel on using the 
Creative Grids ruler to make a curvy log cabin. Cathy 
Geier taught a landscape workshop.

There were 18 quilts donated to the survivors of the 
Kirkersville, Ohio shooting.

Hugs filled 14 requests, Quilts for Kids donated 21 
quilts and Quilts of Valor presented 47 quilts to ser-
vicemen and veterans.

2018
Our officers were President-Gail Irwin, Vice-Presi-
dent-Linda Conway, Secretary-Leslie Casebolt, and 
Treasurer-Mindy Kshywonis.  Membership was at 
130 for the year.

February program was members’ sharing patterns 
using “bakery” pre-cuts. March banquet was at St. 
Peter and Paul Retreat Center with Mary Miller as 
our guest speaker. Carol Arbaugh was voted Featured 
Artist for the 2019 Quilt show. April Yard Sale had 
a twist where members rented tables this year to sell 
their own sewing and quilting supplies. May speaker 
was Sandra Woodard “Antique Sewing Artifacts”. 
June speaker and workshop was Shannon Brinkley 

“Scrappy Applique”.  Father Bill Hritsko spoke about 
his sewing hobby at the July meeting. We also held 
a magazine and book swap. August speaker was 
Susan Talbot Stanaway spoke about the “Ohio Quilt 
Revolution”. The guild challenge was to use mem-
ber’s birth month flower and gem color and create a 
quilted or sewn item. Meta Van Nostran presented 
“If Threads Could Talk” at the September meeting. 
October speaker and paper piecing workshop was 
Nelly Viliekis “1-2-3 Color my Quilt”. Our own 
Denise Hartley talked about her feedsack collection in 
November. And we finished out the year with officer 
induction and gift swap game.

Winter Retreat was held at Coshocton Inn in Febru-
ary, Spring Retreat at Zinck’s Inn in May and Summer 
Retreat was held at the Berlin Grande in July. 

Our guild donated 22 Quilts of Valor, 10 Hugs from 
the Heart quilts and 97 Community Care Quilts. 

PVC pipes previously used for quilt frames were 
assembled into design wall frame kits. The kits were 
sold for $10 each.

The guild identified the need to contract our website 
redesign and maintenance. We formed a committee to 
review our website and social media needs, write up a 
statement of work, and evaluate bides for this work.

We moved our guild’s storage from J&B Storage off 
21st St to Five Star Storage behind Mathews Ford. 
The new location has more security and the location 
is more convenient.

The policy of paying members to quilt service quilts 
was adopted as a budget line item.


